ON ENGLISH HISTORY                   22g

that this would threaten the very foundations of her power.
Lord Cathcart * declared frankly : ' If we had ever admitted
the principles of the Armed Neutrality, French trade would
never have been overthrown, and Napoleon would be
ruling over the world at the present day'; Great Britain
would never admit any other law in regard to the sea than
the general rules of international law. As it happened,
other and very much more urgent questions were claiming
the attention of the three continental powers just then;
moreover, all without exception lacked fresh supplies of
money for the war ; and their rich ally was prepared to pay
another five million pounds sterling. Thus England insisted
in the first sitting, on the 5th of February, that there should be
no debate on the question of maritime law. Caulaincourt2
did not protest; he had more pressing cares. Hence it was
that, through all the long peace negotiations at Chatillon,
Paris and Vienna, nothing was done to remove the foulest
stain on modern international law; and public opinion,
blindly enthusiastic as it was for glorious Albion, found in
this no cause for vexation.

<f Once having started, Lord Castlereagh3 attempted im-
mediately to realise a second favourite ambition of British
politics, and to secure for the Netherlands a sufficient com-
plement of territory. No one protested, although it had
already been resolved that all claims for indemnification were
to be postponed until the conclusion of peace; for no one
could afford to quarrel with the great moneyed power; and
all were agreed concerning the European necessity of a united
Netherland State. On the i5th of February, at the head-
quarters at Troyes, a draft of an agreement was put forward,
providing that the old Dutch republic should be placed
under the hereditary rule of the House of Orange and should
be expanded to include Belgium, as well as a portion of the
German bank of the Rhine with Cologne and Aix. Even

1 British, representative.

2 The French representative at Chatillon.

3 British representative at Chatillon.